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IMMEDIATELY
400 EXPECTED FOR STATE THEATRE FESTIVAL

nagle/ds/rb
3-11-77
state + cs +

MISSOULA-The Montana State Theatre Association’s (MSTA) annual festival April 1-2 will attract
over 400 theatre practitioners and students to Missoula.
Festival highlight will be the residency of the Seattle Repertory Theatre.
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On April 1

at the University of Montana, the west coast theatre company will present "The Show

Off,” a commentary by playwright George Kelly on the vagaries of humanity in the 1920s.
Everyone has met an opportunist like Aubrey Piper, the show off.
around his involvement with a middle-class Philadelphia family.

The comedy revolves

Mounted by one of the

country’s top regional theatres, this play is suitable for the whole famity to attend.
As part of their residency, members of the Seattle Repertory will also be offering a
series of six workshops conducted by members of the company.
Josephine Nichols, noted television and stage actress, will offer a workshop on the
Alexander technique.

Miss Nichols has appeared on Broadway in "On An Open Roof,” ”A

Distant Bell,” and a revival of "Skin of Our Teeth" and on television in "Love of Life" and
"The Doctors."
Other workshops to be offered by the Rep will include stage combat and fights, musical
theatre, theatre games, movement, and mime.

Additional technical theatre workshops will be

offered by faculty members from Montana State University and the University of Montana.
Four Montana high schools--Missoula Sentinel, Great Falls Central, Great Falls Russell
and Havre--will be doing presentations of works in progress.
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Two other performance groups are scheduled; one will be a community theatre company
from Montana and the other will be the Mobile Outreach Bunch (MOB) of the Seattle Repertory
Theatre.

The MOB performs for grade and junior high school children in the schools.

Rolland Meinholtz, MSTA president, who is an associate professor of drama at UM, is
being assisted by Dr. James Kriley, festival director, and Margaret Johnson, state Thespian
president, in organizing this year's festival.

Kriley is chairman of the UM Department of

Drama.
The box office for the Seattle Repertory Theatre's performance of "The Show Off" will
open March 21 at noon.
Additional information about the festival may be obtained by phoning 243-4481 at
the University.
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